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C.P.E. Bach : Essay on the True Art of Playing Keyboard Instruments  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Essay on the True Art of Playing Keyboard Instruments: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Relatable and applicable primary sourceBy CembalistaThis essay, 
essentially a treatise, is one of the most useful primary sources on eighteenth-century performance practice available to 
modern performers. The translation itself is fairly easy to connect to, although there are certain things that just don't 
sound the same in English. This book is essential to anyone interested in really understanding the musical world that 
composers of the late Baroque and early Classical eras were a part of, and the stylistic trends that developed into the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0393097161


high Classical style of Haydn and Mozart. Not just for keyboardists, C.P.E. Bach discusses elements of performance, 
style, ornamentation, improvisation, phrasing, as well as keyboard technique of the time.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. It not only is an excellent reference, but also fun to read to get ...By JJZ80503Obviously, 
this book is a classic and should be in every pianist's (and wannabe's) collection. It not only is an excellent reference, 
but also fun to read to get a better idea of what was going on in the keyboard world of that time.5 of 5 people found 
the following review helpful. Worth every pennyBy Richard kingasOnce you get this you'll wonder why you waited so 
long to order it. It answers so many question. I refer to it it least once a day.

Essay on the True Art of Playing Keyboard Instruments is a classic of musical literature in the true sense of the word. 
The many ramifications of Bach's comprehensive essay have been neatly explained and annotated in a manner that 
makes the Essay a valuable reference work and an interesting venture in musical literature and history. The translator, 
William J. Mitchell, brought to his task a long standing familiarity with C. P. E. Bach.

From the Back CoverThe True Art is a 'classic' of musical literature in the true sense of the word. The many 
ramifications of Bach's comprehensive essay have been neatly explained and annotated in a manner that makes the 
Essay a valuable reference work and an interesting venture in musical literature and history. The translator, William J. 
Mitchell, brought to his task a long standing familiarity with C. P. E. Bach. He was a professor of music at Columbia 
University who specialized in the history of musical theory.About the AuthorWilliam J. Mitchell was a professor of 
music at Columbia University who specialized in the history of musical theory.William J. Mitchell was a professor of 
music at Columbia University who specialized in the history of musical theory. 


