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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Very, Very GoodBy Grace LynnAfter buying several books and 
exploring some of the online jazz piano instruction sites, I have to say this book has been the best so far. I especially 
like that the author introduces tunes to learn, and possibly bring to jam sessions, not just pages of comp patterns, etc., 
but I would prefer more familiar tunes. Nevertheless, I am developing a repertoire already. There is a nice balance here 
of many concepts.. As an intermediate pianist with a jazz theory background and experience playing jazz bass, this 
book is right at my level and I am not only progressing nicely, but looking forward to the next practice session. This 
book is also nicely laid out with nice print and graphics, and one does not have to force the pages to stay open. Best 
purchase I made, miles ahead of the others, and I have Volume 2 to look forward to, and then Tim's Latin and Blues 
books as well. But, for now I am more looking for a book that has written out comping I can study and listen to of 
familiar tunes, along with using this book.11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. a carefully crafted and 
logical progression of lessons that eases you smoothly into the jazz experienceBy J. BrentTim Richards' book 
"Exploring Jazz Piano 1" is probably the most thorough tome that I have ever worked through on this subject. Most 
jazz method books tacitly assume that you have already been seriously studying music for several years, so they skip 
over the elementary and delve headlong into the tricks of the trade (which can be daunting for those with a patchy 
knowledge).This book makes no such assumption. If you don't have your basic theory and chops down when you 
begin this book, don't worry, you certainly will by the time you've finished it!For those who have been playing 
classical and/or pop, etc for some time and know about intervals, inversions, scales, etc, it can be tempting to skip over 
all the stuff in the beginning of the book and dive straight into the meat of the course. However, I would still 
recommend that even those with a good foundation take the time to look through those early pages - you'll very 
probably find a few "Easter Eggs" that the author has tucked into the pages all over this book. Little morsels of 
wisdom and cool stuff that you might not be aware of abound.Once you've gotten your feet wet, and begin looking 
deeper and deeper into this volume, you'll find a carefully crafted and logical progression of lessons that eases you 
smoothly into the jazz experience.Many styles are covered, and the transcriptions are priceless! The function of the LH 
is also dealt with as being equal in importance to the role of the right. This is not just a collection of RH bebop licks to 
be regurgitated and thrown about like so much musical confetti, it is a serious curriculum that takes you to where you 
need to be with the least amount of pain possible - so that you can soon begin make your own music using the detailed 
principles meticulously outlined within.If you really want to learn jazz piano, and you want to make sure that you 
know the subject inside-out "Exploring Jazz Piano 1" is one of the finest beginner's books I've ever encountered. Just 
buy it, you'll see!Jeff Brentauthor of Modalogy - scales, modes chords: the primordial building blocks of music(music 
theory / Hal Leonard 2011)1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. It is a great book for someone who is at 
an intermediate levelBy ACIt is a great book for someone who is at an intermediate level. I really like the way it 
progresses. Mr. Richards is a great pianist who is very versatile.I am one of his fans; his recordings are excellent.He 
makes sure that each concept is thoroughly covered and gives wonderful advice and audio examples. I have studied 
and taught music for many years and bought many books on jazz piano. Most of the jazz piano books I bought are 
great for learning theory, but they fail to provide basic exercises to help you internalize the material. I just started 
reading the book and I am particularly impressed with the way that Mr. Richards uses notes from the C major scale, in 
basic hand positions, to create a "hip" improvised solo; he stresses the fact that one can be creative by not trying to do 
too much because there is also beauty in simplicity. It is the clearest explanation I have come across regarding the uses 
of chords/scales. I highly recommend this book to all serious students who have basic music reading skills.
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