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Ludwig van Beethoven, Opera and Choral Scores : Fidelio in Full Score (Dover Music Scores)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Fidelio in Full Score (Dover 
Music Scores): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Miniature Full ScoreBy Heitor BerliozThe music type setting 
is very clear; with an index with traditional arias and ensembles numbering. For those non-German speakers, be 
careful, this is a reprint of an older German edition (C. F. Peters, Leipzig, 1870) with the text/lyrics is in German with 
no English translations, but table of content/index is in English. All vocal music writing is in the conventional treble 
and bass clefs (no tenor on C Clef, soprano, alto and tenor in treble clef and bass and baritone in bass clef).0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Beautiful!By KeolumikeIt's beautiful! A quality Dover work. Very 
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pleased!3 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Beethoven's only OperaBy Keith DillonThe history of 
Fidelio's composition is one of the great comic Operas in the annals of music theatre. Beethoven wrote the opera's first 
version, Leonore. He liked it, but didn't like the overture. He wrote a second overture, didn't like it, then wrote a third. 
He liked the new overture, but decided he didn't like the opera. So he re-wrote the Opera and re-titled it Fidelio. After 
finishing the new score, he decided that, you guessed it, he hated the overture. After composing two full length operas 
and four 15-minute overtures, he finally had the piece he wanted to compose. With sweat pouring off his brow, he 
triumphantly exclaimed, "man, I ain't doing that again!" Dover reprinted an early Breitkopf Hartel edition of Fidelio, 
using as it's resource B H's gesamtlichtwerke (I believe that's "complete works"). Dover chose Fidelio, not Leonore, 
for the simple reason that Fidelio is the version most often performed today. Maybe the idea that Dover could've 
publish two versions simply underlines the assertion that Dover should begin publishing Complete Works of some of 
Western Classical music's great masters, such as Beethoven (sold separately, or in a set, of course). The scholarship in 
this B H Fidelio is, of course, highly reliable, and the book itself is easy to read and nearly indestructable. The print is 
large enough that this score could be used on the podium.

Beethoven's only opera, Fidelio is a unique, enduring masterpiece of loyalty, unselfish love, and the human spirit the 
story of the faithful Leonora who risks everything to free her husband, Florestan, from unjust imprisonment. Though 
the plot line and the form of the libretto are far from unique, Beethoven after a decade of unceasing revision was able 
to rise above the limitations of the material and infuse it with transcendent nobility."Of all my children," the composer 
said, "this is the one that cost me with worst birth pangs . . . and for that reason it is the one most dear to me." 
Audiences and musicians have long shared Beethoven's sentiments, making Fidelio one of the most performed, most 
studied, most recorded operas of all time.This reliable edition from Dover reproduces the full orchestral and vocal 
score, with ample space in the margins for analytical notation. In one sturdily bound, inexpensive volume, here is 
Beethoven's genius for orchestration combined with the drama of the human voice in choruses, duets, emotion-filled 
arias, and an intense finale.More than anything else, the idealistic themes of the opera justice, freedom, heroism, love 
inspired Beethoven to transcend the libretto and forge a musical structure that far surpasses the literary foundation on 
which it is built. Whether in a humorous aria, such as "Hat man auch nicht Geld beineben," or a glorious four-part 
canon, such as "Mir ist so wunderbar," the music carries the words to a plane far beyond themselves.Reprinted in its 
entirety from the authoritative C. F. Peters edition, this faithful edition of the well-loved Fidelio will delight music 
lovers, opera enthusiasts, Beethoven devotees, teachers, and students not least of all for its remarkably affordable price.

About the AuthorThe triumphant genius of Ludwig van Beethoven (17701827) casts a long shadow over classical 
music no other composer of the past two centuries has exercised an influence more profound than his. A product of the 
classicist generation, he was the first of the Romantics, and his exhilarating works remain undiminished intheir powers 
of enchantment. 


