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Yakov Perelman : Figures for Fun: Stories, Puzzles and Conundrums  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Figures for Fun: Stories, Puzzles and Conundrums: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Ranges from fair to greatBy Aaron C. BrownThe author's Physics 
for Entertainment is one of the great puzzle books and one of the great physics books of the 20th century. The best 
puzzles in Figures for Fun live up to that standard, but most of them are weaker. Some of them are well-known, and 
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others are dull demonstrations of elementary facts. Some are poorly worded (or perhaps poorly translated, I do not 
know Russian).For one example, a problem states that four school clubs meet on January 1, one meets every other day 
thereafter, one every third day, one every fourth day and one every fifth day. Over the next 90 days, on how many did 
no club meet? The problem is okay, although not very imaginative, but the solution is just to mark off the days in 
Eratosthenes' sieve and count. This is tedious and teaches no number theory. A better answer for a puzzle book is to 
point out that no clubs will meet on prime days (starting with 0 for January 1 and going up to 89, counting 1 as a 
prime) except for 2, 3 and 5; but also no clubs will meet on days that are products of primes larger than 5 (49 and 77 
are the only ones less than 90).A number of simple problems, such as the sum of a doubling geometric series are 
repeated in a number of unimaginative ways. Another good number of problems are simple computations or trivial 
equations. Many of the best problems are taken from physics or engineering.The Communist ideology and Russian 
nationalism in the problems is amusing at the distance of history, "millionaires" are greedy and stupid, but then, so are 
"peasants"; workers are smart, honest and wise. Foolishness and social problems of capitalist democracies are 
described reasonably accurately, for example misunderstanding genetics or making short-sighted environmental 
decisions, but there is no mention of the far more devastating errors the Soviet Union made in these areas.Overall, this 
is still a pretty good puzzle book, with some great puzzles and writing, but also a lot of filler.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Some challenging puzzles to figure out!By Splashes Into BooksDoes your brain need a 
workout? Are you wondering what to do? Well this could be the book for you! Filled with a mixture of more than a 
hundred problems to solve this is a great collection that will take hours (days, weeks, months . . . ) to work through! 
Certainly not for young children, the range of activities is enough to keep the most ardent puzzler occupied and 
perplexed as they try to solve them. This is a great book for anyone who is looking for a challenge and, if you get too 
stuck, the author kindly also provided the answers at the end of each chapter!Thanks to the author, publisher and 
NetGalley too, for letting me read an ARC in exchange for an honest review.0 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Interesting from an historical point of viewBy AnniUpfront: I am not a STEM kind of girl. I'm more an 
arts/literature/history kind of girl. That being said, I enjoyed most of this book. I will be honest in that I simply didn't 
understand a couple of these puzzles. However, I found the stories told to be interesting from an historical point of 
view in that Comrade Perelman was a Soviet scientist, famous in the USSR for writing books to help popularize 
science. The stories and examples told in this book demonstrate the prevailing Soviet mentality. The book was 
interesting and somewhat engaging, but I won't be putting it on anyone's Christmas list.

"Does your brain need a workout? Are you wondering what to do? Well this could be the book for you! This is a great 
book for anyone who is looking for a challenge and, if you get too stuck, the author kindly also provided the answers 
at the end of each chapter!" Splashes Into BooksGive your mind a playful workout with this collection of more than 
100 inventive puzzles. Finding the solutions requires only minimal mathematical knowledge and will test your 
imagination as well as your brainpower. The motley collection ranges from conundrums and mathematical stunts to 
practical situations involving counting and measuring. Chess problems, magic squares, and a host of other intriguing 
scenarios will amuse and challenge puzzle enthusiasts and fans of recreational mathematics. Answers appear at the end 
of each chapter.These puzzles are the inventions of a gifted Soviet mathematician, Yakov Perelman, whose popular 
science books on astronomy, physics, and mathematics inspired generations of readers. Perelman's distinctive style, 
abounding in wit and ingenuity, adds a special flair to his timeless riddles and brainteasers.

From the Back CoverGive your mind a playful workout with this collection of more than 100 inventive puzzles. 
Finding the solutions requires only minimal mathematical knowledge and will test your imagination as well as your 
brainpower. The motley collection ranges from conundrums and mathematical stunts to practical situations involving 
counting and measuring. Chess problems, magic squares, and a host of other intriguing scenarios will amuse and 
challenge puzzle enthusiasts and fans of recreational mathematics. Answers appear at the end of each chapter.These 
puzzles are the inventions of a gifted Soviet mathematician, Yakov Perelman, whose popular science books on 
astronomy, physics, and mathematics inspired generations of readers. Perelman's distinctive style, abounding in wit 
and ingenuity, adds a special flair to his timeless riddles and brainteasers.Dover (2015) republication of the edition 
originally published by the Frederick Ungar Publishing Co., New York, 1965.See every Dover book in print 
atwww.doverpublications.comAbout the Author 


