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Harry Oliver : Flying by the Seat of Your Pants: Surprising Origins of Everyday Expressions  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Flying by the Seat of Your Pants: 
Surprising Origins of Everyday Expressions: 

11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Flying by the Seat of your PantsBy Reading in NebraskaThe book 
seemed to be more tuned to British sayings. It was never advertised as such but some of the saying's origins were of no 
interest to me.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy Nancy J. FranklinThis is a great book 
for anyone who likes language and is interested in finding out what certain phrases mean. Many of the phrases are 
familiar, but you may not know how they came about.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Barry B.an interesting book.

Let's "cut to the chase" and "make no bones about it"-this book will have you "pleased as punch." Sowing your wild 
oats, throwing in the towel, painting the town red...Harry Oliver reveals the fascinating stories behind these and other 
strange turns of phrase steeped in the weird and wonderful history and traditions of everyday life. From quirky terms 
to street and city names and more, this book answers the questions you never thought to ask. ? What ancient empire 
coined the phrase "green with envy"? ? Who was the first person to "get someone's goat"? ? Which writer first penned, 
"I'll eat my hat!"

About the AuthorWriter and editor Harry Oliver holds a fascination for the quirky stories behind aspects of our 
everyday lives. The author of Bubble Gum and Hula Hoops and Black Cats and Four-Leaf Clovers, he lives and works 
in London. 


