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David Howard : How to Build a Great Screenplay: A Master Classin Storytelling for Film before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How to Build a Great Screenplay: A Master
Classin Storytelling for Film:

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. The rea thing, the best single book on screenwriting! By C.
NuttreeThis book is exactly what it claimsto be: "A Master Classin Storytelling for Film." I've studied with Truby,
McKee, Walter, FAST, and AFI. None of them even comes close to what's in this book. You'll find al the basic


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0312252110

principles and strategies you need to succeed, and much of it you'll find nowhere else. Do yourself afavor and save
thousands... Buy this book. Also try Howard's "Tools of Screenwriting” and Paul Joseph Gulino's " Screenwriting, The
Sequence Approach." Asaworking screenwriter, these are the three best books | know. If | were to add another, it
would be Truby's "The Anatomy of Story."0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting and well
worth reading, will elevate your writingBy Kindle CustomerTo be honest | just finished reading the first chapter, have
yet to read the entire book. But having read the first chapter | really like the author's style, and what he hasto say is
crazy good stuff, like reading Robert McKee's classic STORY but more interesting and more practical. | have read
maybe 100 books on screenwriting, this oneis not just another, does not just parrot al the elements of screenwriting
and story like most books on the topic. Buy this book, you will not regret it. Okay, | gotta get back to reading the next
chapter! 0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Robin D. PearsallGreat details for writing a
screenplay. The novice or experienced writer can benefit from this book.

Acclaimed USC screenwriting teacher David Howard has guided hundreds of studentsto careersin writing for film
and television. Drawing on decades of practical experience and savvy, How to Build a Great Screenplay deconstructs
the craft of screenwriting and carefully reveals how to build a good story from the ground up. Howard eschews the
"system"” offered by other books, emphasizing that a great screenplay requires dozens of unique decisions by the
author. He offers in-depth considerations of :* characterization * story arc * plotting and subplotting * dealing with
coincidence in story plotting* classical vs. revolutionary screenplay structure * tone, style, and atmosphere * the use of
time on screen* the creation of dramaand tension * crucial momentsin storytellingThroughout the book, Howard
clarifies his lessons through examples from some of the most successful Hollywood and international script-oriented
films, including Pulp Fiction, American Beauty, Trainspotting, North by Northwest, Chinatown, and others. The end
result iswhat could very well become the classic text in the field---a bible for the burgeoning screenwriter.

How to Build a Great Screenplay isinsightful, riveting, clear, concise and to the point. Its a screenwriters
screenwriting book packed with practical aswell as theoretical insights. If youre serious about screenwriting -- start
here, and if youre atwenty-year veteran, thisis the place to take arefresher course. | came away from reading this
book inspired with arenewed sense of purpose on why | write screenplays. Thisisnt a book -- its an education! Jack
Epps Jr., screenwriter Top Gun, Dick Tracy, Turner Hooch, The Secret of My Success, and Legal Eagles.David
Howard's How To Build A Great Screenplay isararity - not merely a'how to' guide, but the most comprehensive and
thoughtful examination of storytelling, and as close to an entire graduate writing program, as oneis likely to find
within the covers of asingle book. Adam Belanoff, writer and producer on Cosby and Murphy Brown, and writer on
WingsAbout the AuthorDavid Howard is the founding director of the graduate screenwriting program at USC, where
he teaches various courses in screenwriting. His students have scripted such successful films as The Hand That Rocks
the Cradle, Air Force One, Permanent Midnight, and Natural Born Killers. The coauthor (with Edward Mabley) of The
Tools of Screenwriting, he livesin Los Angeles, California.



