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Jess Keating : How to Outfox Your Friends When You Don't Have a Clue (My Life Is a Zoo)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How to Outfox Your Friends When You 
Don't Have a Clue (My Life Is a Zoo): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Foxtastic Tale of Friendship + A Stellar VoiceBy Rachel (Beauty 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1492617946


and the Bookshelf)4.5 foxy stars!I adore this series and can't get enough of it. How to Outrun a Crocodile When Your 
Shoes Are Untied introduced us to perfectly awkward Ana Wright, and How to Outswim a Shark Without a Snorkel 
helped show character growth as Ana was put in more unfortunate situations and built new (and surprising) 
friendships. Now, in How to Outfox Your Friends When You Don't Have a Clue (say those titles five times really fast, 
I triple dog dare you), Ana's best friend Liv is back...and nothing is the same. In the latest installment of Jess Keating's 
adorkable and fantastic My Life is a Zoo series, a new side of friendship is explored: when friends grow up and 
change, and two friends are no longer as compatible as they were before.One of my favorite things about this series is 
that, despite some serious subjects it touches on, it's ridiculously light and pure fun, and Outfox is no exception. I love 
the Creature Files (like in the synopsis), the Animal Wisdom at the beginning of each chapter (I learned some new 
facts!), Ana's lists, antics, quirks, and, well, everything. Ana is not a perfect person, and that's what makes her perfect. 
Really, she's real. She's a total dork who dances to her own music, and she doesn't really care what others think. All 
kinds of awkward and embarrassing things happen to her, but that happens to all of us, right? Her voice is full of wit 
and snark and sass, and I will never tire of being in her head. (And, similarly, I will never tire of Keating's writing.) 
This series is all about Ana and her crazy, (sometimes smelly,) wild life, and she totally brings it. I mean, she might 
fall flat on her face when she does. But she still brings it.In Outfox, the big focus is on friendship. Spoiler alert for the 
previous two books, but Ana is now really good friends with previous Head Sneerer Ashley--they're a lot like best 
friends, actually. But Liv, Ana's BFF who moved to New Zealand, is back for a visit...and she has purple hair, likes a 
greasy-looking guy, is all about her NZ bestie Leilani (gag), makes fun of Ana...and isn't the Liv Ana thought she 
knew. (Honestly, I wasn't the biggest fan of her, and she can go back to New Zealand for all I care. But I do love her 
hair.) But there's a chance that Ana has changed, too. I mean, she's friends with Ashley. And she has a boyfriend. 
Kevin! (Keeeeeevvvviiiiinnnnnn. He was painfully absent for a lot of this novel and that broke my heart. Because 
Kevin!) People ask her for her autograph, she's not so afraid of public speaking anymore, and she's almost the big 1-3. 
They're all growing up. And for the first time in a long time, Ana and Liv aren't doing it together, and there are some 
serious cracks in their friendship. (They need some Spackle.) This book is about repairing those cracks--if they can be 
fixed at all.I don't know what else I can say about How to Outfox Your Friends When You Don't Have a Clue without 
just telling you about the whole book. But know this: This is a series that, if you haven't read it yet, then you are 
seriously missing out. Ana is an amazingly real character you just have to meet, and her story is told in a voice that is 
so well written and utterly memorable that you'll fall head over heels in love with it. (And the best thing ever happens 
in this book and I totally squealed, I kid you not.) And at the heart, it's just pure fun, plain and simple. Okay, and it's 
totally adorkable, too. But I love it.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Another Wonderful Jess Keating 
Book!By Deborah PettyAnother fabulous book in Jess' My Life is a Zoo series. Ana is back balancing friendships and 
her interests with loads of wit and charm and insight. I love how Ana is real, with foibles and insecurities- and loads of 
totally awkward moments kids can learn from- but she also a really great compass that steers her toward good 
things.These books are well enjoyed by both my 9 and my 12 year old (LOVE THAT). They were really excited there 
was another and this one doesn't disappoint!

What would middle school be like if you lived in a zoo? Just ask Ana Wright, star of the hilarious, award-nominated 
My Life is A Zoo series that combines first crushes, friendship fails...and pack dynamics. Surprise! Ana's long distance 
BFF is finally coming back to visit. But with her purple hair and new attitude, Liv is barely the girl Ana remembers. 
This new Liv probably thinks a birthday party at the zoo is lame. Maybe if Ana has a super-secret sleepover instead, 
she'd never have to introduce Liv to Ashley, former enemy and now Ana's best-ish friend. What could go 
wrong?Creature File for Liv: Species Name: Best Frendicus Kingdom: New Zealand Phylum: girl who used to be Ana 
Wright's best friend, girl who used to like getting milkshakes at Shaken, Not Stirred Feeds on: video chats with 
Leilani, attention from boysLife span: undetermined, but if things keep going the way they are, the lifespan of Ana and 
Liv, BFFs isn't going to be the "forever" they thought...Jess Keating combines the quirky humor and animal-centric 
plots of Carl Hiaasen with the awkward adolescent antics of Lauren Myracle in this fresh new middle grade 
series!Praise for How to Outrun a Crocodile When Your Shoes Are Untied (My Life is a Zoo Book 1): 2015 Red 
Maple Award nominee 2015-2016 Georgia Children's Book Award nominee "Keating delivers a fun-filled, pitch-
perfect book...about the perils of being 12 in a snake-eat-snake world." Kirkus STARRED Review "Life is literally a 
zoo for shy twelve-year-old Anna, who is trying to avoid seventh-grade bullies while hiding that her family lives 
among crocodiles and elephants." Los Angeles Times "A menagerie of laugh-out-loud antics." Anna Staniszewski, 
author of The Dirt Diary "A wild romp, filled with humor and heart." ~ Lisa Schroeder, author of It's Raining Cupcakes

"With her trademark kid-oriented wit and lighthearted touch, Keating leads readers through the daily emotional ups 
and downs of the typical just-turned-teenager who is trying to juggle hormones, parents, schoolwork, and, most 
importantly, her friends...A sweet reminder that being middle school girl is about far more than boys and makeup. -
Kirkus, starred review " - Kirkus"Keating has crafted another engaging work that will speak to readers anxious about 
navigating social situations-and the fun animal factoids interspersed add to the fun," - School Library Journal"A 



pleasing story about the trials of friendship, first boyfriends, and what it means to truly start growing up." - 
BooklistAbout the AuthorAs an author and zoologist, Jess Keating has tickled a shark, lost a staring contest against an 
octopus, and been a victim to the dreaded paper cut. She lives in Ontario, Canada, where she spends most of her time 
writing books for adventurous and funny kids. Her first fiction novel How to Outrun a Crocodile When Your Shoes 
Are Untied received a Starred from Kirkus and has been nominated for a Red Maple award. Visit her online at 
jesskeating.com.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Chapter 1 Red foxes communicate with each 
other by making "scent posts," by peeing on trees or rocks to announce their presence. -Animal Wisdom Oh, gross! 
Imagine if humans communicated with each other like that. Everywhere you went you'd have to pee on everything. I'd 
much rather announce my presence with an awesome sound track like when celebrities walk onstage during talk 
shows. In fact, I wish I had a cool sound track that followed me everywhere, so I sounded supercool every time I 
entered a room. That beats peeing, right? 


