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worth my time, and all praised HOW TO WRITE FUNNY LYRICS:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Karen LawlerThanksO of O people found the following
review helpful. Finally! A very helpful guide for professional comedy writers!By NekskrapAs owner and artistic
director of aLos Angeles based comedy troupe, | have the blessing and the hurdle of writing six, full length, satirical
plays ayear. Asif that were not enough, | am called upon by several major entertainment companies to produce scads
of comedic material for awide variety of projects. All of these projects require musical moments filled with
(hopefully) clever lyrics. These moments can be a simple three chorus song or a not so simple full score. They aso
always seem to come with a quicker than expected DEADLINE!When faced with amusical task, | become my inner
fourth grader and put off "the hard stuff" until the end of the project. This can be avery scary thing in a"down and
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dirty" writing environment.A friend suggested that | pick up acopy of Michael Pollock's book and | am so thankful |
did. This quick, easy to follow guide offers so many wonderful hints and tips. Following the book's advice, | have
made what was once an arduous task into agame. A lifelong crossword fan, | have converted my songwriting
strugglesinto apuzzle. | have found that by using several of the ideas expressed in the book, my word play and
productivity have increased greatly.A bonus: Itis FUNNY! | have read many books and guides on the subject of
writing comedy, only to find the examples to be trite or smile inducing. How refreshing to find a book that lives up to
itstitle. | found myself laughing out loud at the witty and clever song samples. Refreshing to learn new techniques
from awriter who knows what they are doing.l have always believed that observing artists, who are exemplary in their
craft, opens my eyes and thoughts to new ideas and serves to make me a better creative.Michael Pollock's book has
done this for me.Thanks! 0 of O people found the following review helpful. INSTANT EASY COMEDIC
MENTORING FROM A PROBY Patricia Watsonl've been an internationally recording artist for too many yearsto
mention, and have written, produced and starred in a Rock Opera with Rod McKuen Mary Jo Catlett. After moving
my musical to Las Vegas, | became an assistant musical director of Second City here and was inspired to take my
songwriting into the comedy world. Michael's book, "HOW TO WRITE FUNNY LYRICS" has opened up my
approach to taking alarger story, breaking it down and pinpointing the truly ironic and funny aspects and then
intelligently putting them to music. His systems and ideas have speeded up the learning curve and | am already writing
and producing parodies of movies and books. From one professional musician/composer to another, | want to say to
Michael Pollock, thank you for helping me to open up my creative funny brain cells and for saving me so much time
in putting the ideas to music.

Even the chapter titlesin this book will make you smile! How to Write Funny Lyrics: The Comedy Songwriting
Manual takes the reader step-by-step from concept to finished product, showing the way to create lyrics that get
laughs. Pollocks clear, friendly style of instruction is entertaining and easy to understand. Thisis agreat gift for the
aspiring or professional songwriter, and an essential addition to any lyricistslibrary. Thisis agood book. Michael
Pollock isabrilliant instructor. It wouldnt surprise meif he taught arock to write funny lyrics. -- Lee Costello
Executive Director, The Second City Los Angeles After acomedy lyric writing workshop with Michael Pollock, cast
members in the show | directed at The Second City were inspired and said, Wow, we can do this! Later, audiences
died laughing at their song. -- Holly Wortell, actress/comedienne, ABCs Life With Bonnie

About the AuthorMichael Pollock is musical director of The Second City LA and teaches workshops nationwide. He
has appeared on The Drew Carey Show, The Tonight Show and Evening at the Improv. Heis aso the author of
Musical Improv Comedy: Creating Songs in the Moment and Musical Direction for Improv and Sketch Comedy.
David Razowsky is Artistic Director of The Second City LA. He has written, directed and performed in Second City
shows all over the US. TV audiences know him as the voice of Dixon (the worlds coolest adult) on the ABC animated
series The Weekenders. David has also appeared on Spin City, Roseanne, and on Late Night with David Letterman as
the voice of Albert Brooks? parrot.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Introduction Y our Preflight
Pep Tak Smile, chuckle, giggle, guffaw, convulse, lose control, cry! On agradient scale, people react to "funny?in all
these ways, and they like it. They enjoy the experience so much, they gravitate to others who make them laugh, and
voraciously seek out all forms of funny media. They buy tickets to see live performances that promise craziness and
insanity. Laughter even has an afterglow. Its not only a great pleasure to laugh; it feels good when its over. "Wow, |
havent laughed like that in along time." When comedy and song come together, we have a particularly memorable
product. Broadway standards abound with humor and every style of music hasits share of satirical or goofy tunes.
Words are the first, most important element of a funny song--the words get the laughs and music ices the cake. How
do you create funny? Isit ascience? Sureit is "thats why there are places like The Second City Training Centers,
where students learn all about comedy; comedy improv, comedy sketches and comedy songwriting. This book will
teach you to write funny lyrics with your own sense of humor and help to exploit your genius! There are dependable
procedures for writing comedy and for writing songs. In the ensuing chapters well discuss what you need to know, and
have alot of fun along the way. Here comes Chapter One.



