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Bill Lynn : Improvisation for Actors and Writers: A Guidebook for Improv Lessons in Comedy  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Improvisation for Actors and 
Writers: A Guidebook for Improv Lessons in Comedy: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1566080940


0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book summarizes the improv process as well as what ...By 
Barbara PetersonGreat book summarizes the improv process as well as what classes and auditions are like. I take 
improv and find the insights in this book invaluable!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. "Yes And".....I 
recommend you buy this book if you are interested in this topicBy Linda J. Schiller-HannaI love Comedy Improv and 
needed some books to give me ideas and props to practice with. This fills the bill nicely.The tools in here will help a 
person access the unique joy of creating humor spontaneously. It also helps build teamworkand cooperation. An 
important phrase in Comedy Improv is "Yes And...."8 of 10 people found the following review helpful. Before You 
Start at the GroundlingsBy A CustomerI recommend this book for students at the Groundlings, The Second City, 
Upright Citizens Brigade, and the Improv Olympic.I've studied at the Groundlings and at Second City, and this book 
has the info you need all in one place:--Basic Short Form Guidelines in a list--Advanced Improv Scene Techniques 
(The "game", positive start, circling up)--Instructor Side Coachings (be warned)--Comedic Character Guidelines 
(labeling, physical and vocal changes, rolodexing, psychological defense mechanisms, character "game", celebrity 
impersonations.)--Montage Long Form Guidelines--Sketch Comedy (Structures like one-upsmanship, contamination, 
split screen, and character flaw; how to edit dialogue, devices, endings, reveals.)--Instructor Side Coachings for 
Sketches (be warned)--List of Class Exercises (only the ones the schools use)I've seen students go through an entire 
program, and never really grasp some of the major concepts. This is an 'all-in-one-place' reference. Buy it. You'll be 
ahead of the pack, and confident in your own knowledge and skill, before, during and after your class.

Far more than simply an overview of improv comedy, this book helps actors, writers and comedians learn the basics as 
taught in all the major comedy schools. First, the do'sand don'ts of the Comedy Improv Commandments. The concepts 
that, when understood, hit the student like falling anvils: Anvil 1: Collaboration -- Working with the "Group Mind," 
Anvil 2: Agreement -- "Just say Yes," Anvil 3: Foundation -- "Who, What and Where," Anvil 4: Exploring -- "Finding 
the Game." Successful improv requires the skill of the actor, the talent of the comedian and the ideas of the writer 
rolled into one. This book tells how it can all be done for performers or teachers.

About the AuthorBill Lynn is an actor and comedy writer living in Los Angeles. He has written and performed in 
sketch shows for The Second City L.A. and The Groundlings. He appeared in guest spots on Nickelodeon's The 
Amanda Show, and in a variety of independent short films and television commercials. He worked as a comedy writer 
for an independent Hollywood-based marketing firm, and is a member of SAG and AFTRA. 


