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Tim Bywater, Thomas Sobchack : Introduction to Film Criticism: Major Critical Approachesto Narrative
Film before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Introduction to
Film Criticism: Mgor Critical Approaches to Narrative Film:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Informative but outdatedBy CALAbout 1982-1985 | took four film
criticism classesin college, and although | enjoyed seeing the films, | really learned very little, largely because the
textbook (I don't recall the title) was virtually worthless. This book is much more informative about evaluative and
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scientific approaches to film It honestly admits numerous times that evaluation is partly subjective. It gives numerous
references to other books that one could read in order to pursue the subject further. It is useful to me in naming many
films worth seeing (almost all of which are now available on DV D). Its main weakness isits 1989 copyright date,
which meansit is outdated.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Best Available Writing Guide about
Film, but Ridiculously Over-pricedBy T in UtahThis is perhaps the best writing guide to film criticism presently
available, but at $130.00 list I'd only recommend buying a used copy.| wish this book were available at a reasonable
price, but like most Longman titlesit's ridiculously expensive. If it were cheaper, 1'd require this for my own film
classes. The only serious competitor, to my mind, is Timothy Corrigan's"A Short Guide to Writing about Film" (also
an over-priced Longman title)." An Introduction to Film Criticism™ is divided into 7 chapters (each devoted to a
different critical approach--including journalistic, humanist, auteurist, genre, social science, historical, and
ideological/theoretical approaches) and an appendix with sample essays. Each chapter begins with a " capsule’
summary identifying the audience, subject, function, writers, and publications typical of each approach. Every chapter
proceeds to provide a short history/overview of each approach as well as guidelines and examples of writing within
each area and varied discussions of each approach’'s aims and merits. The book concludes with an appendix containing
samples of actual reviews and essays from each approach, a short chronology of film reviewing, criticism and theory,
abibliography and a glossary.In short, thisis an excellent book that covers virtually every topic an introduction to
writing about film should contain--and then some. The only possible faults | could find with the text per se are that it
contains very few illustrations and it isnot aslively asit could be. But those minor criticisms aside, were it not priced
at $130.00 | would heartily recommend it without reservation. Asis, | can only recommend buying a used copy--of
which, thankfully, there are many available (at this writing).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Love
it'By KVery good book.

This text introduces students to the principal critical techniques used since film became a mgjor art form.



