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From Don Siegel : Invasion of the Body Snatchers: Don Siegel, director (Rutgers Films in Print series)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers: Don Siegel, director (Rutgers Films in Print series): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Script for a great picture.By M. KennyThe script for the original 
picture with interesting essays.2 of 5 people found the following review helpful. about the 1st review (tommys)By 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813514614


Puao P. TeoI dont know why you said "if you like the 1978 version of the film you'll love this book" when this book is 
the script for the 1956 version, directed by Don Siegal (who later directed "Dirty Harry"). By the way, the original 
1950s version was only about 95% better than the re-make, which is why i had a problem with the comment. Thank 
You1 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Very GoodBy tommyIf you liked the 1978 version of Invasion 
of the body snatchers, than you'll love this book! I was at the edge of my seat reading this. It took me all day but it was 
worth it. I recomend buying this book because then you can let all your friends borrow it!

Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1956) is a low-budget science fiction film that has become a classic. The suspense of 
the film lies in discovering, along with Miles, the central character (played by Kevin McCarthy), who is "real" and 
who is not, and whether Miles and Becky (played by Dana Wynter) will escape the pod takeover. As the center of the 
film moves outward from a small-town group of neighbors to the larger political scene and institutional network (of 
police, the FBI, hospital workers), the ultimate question is whether "they" have taken over altogether. Although 
Invasion can be interpreted in interesting ways along psychological and feminist lines, its importance as a text has 
centered primarily on political and sociological readings. In his introduction to this volume, Al LaValley explores the 
politics of the original author of the magazine serial story on which the film is based, Don Siegel; and of its 
screenwriter, Daniel Mainwaring. And he looks at the ways the studio (Allied Artists) tried to neutralize certain 
readings by tacking on an explanatory frame story. The commentary section includes readings by Stephen King, Peter 
Biskind, Nora Sayre, and Peter Bogdanovich. A section of postproduction documents reproduced here (many for the 
first time) includes many written by Wanger and Siegel. The volume also contains two previously unpublished 
framing scripts written for Orson Welles. For students and individual enthusiasts, the contextual materials are 
particularly interesting in showing how crucial the postproduction history of a film can be. A filmography and 
bibliography are also included in the volume. Al LaValley is the director of film studies at Dartmouth. He is the author 
of many articles on film and editor of Mildred Pierce in the Wisconsin screenplay series.

About the AuthorAl LaValley is a professor emeritus of film studies at Dartmouth College and the editor of Invasion 
of the Body Snatchers (Rutgers University Press). 


