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Mark Shiel : Italian Neorealism: Rebuilding the Cinematic City (Short Cuts)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Italian Neorealism: Rebuilding the Cinematic City 
(Short Cuts): 

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. We need the Cinematic City rebuilt here and nowBy J. MontotoThe 
book reviews the major works of the movement and the importance of their style and political motivation. Looking at 
today's domestic film industry, where a crazed celebrity adoration mentality trumps form and content, this book will 
clearly make you understand the need to view these fine films and hope for a re-thinking of our cinematic culture.

Italian Neorealism: Rebuilding the Cinematic City is a valuable introduction to one of the most influential of film 
movements. Exploring the roots and causes of neorealism, particularly the effects of the Second World War, as well as 
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its politics and style, Mark Shiel examines the portrayal of the city and the legacy left by filmmakers such as 
Rossellini, De Sica, and Visconti. Films studied include Rome, Open City (1945), Paisan (1946), The Bicycle Thief 
(1948), and Umberto D. (1952).

An excellent introduction to one of the often mentioned but lesser understood forms of world cinema. ***** -- Sam 
Toy, Empire magazine, April 2006About the AuthorMark Shiel is Lecturer in Film Studies at King's College London. 
He is the author of Cinema and the City and Screening the City. 


