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Can Candan Suncem Kocer : Kurdish Documentary Cinema in Turkey  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Kurdish Documentary Cinema in Turkey: 

Without a doubt, this decades most discussed and developed documentary productions in Turkey come from 
Kurdistan, a name that provokes nationalist panic in Turkey, yet delineates distinct cultural, linguistic, and political 
boundaries nonetheless. Documentary film productions by Kurdish filmmakers from Turkey determine the major 
tendencies of this emergent genre, with such productions offering a unique opportunity for a nuanced understanding of 
national cinema. The larger body of films, fiction and non-fiction termed as Kurdish cinema complicates the category 
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of national cinema, a concept discussed heatedly within the field of cinema studies. Documentary film is proving to be 
a particularly complex tool for the Kurdish social and political existence, as Kurds lack the official tools of history-
writing and cultural preservation that are categorically associated with the capacities of a state. By delving into 
Kurdish documentary films as products of complex societal, political, and historical processes, the articles in the 
volume highlight the intersections of media production, film text, and audience reception, and expand on vibrant 
debates in the field of film and media studies through situated case studies. Bringing these chapters together, this book 
will stimulate academic discussion around this emergent and lively genre of documentary film production, and 
encourage further research and publication.
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