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Candie Carawan : Sing for Freedom: The Story of the Civil Rights Movement Through Its Songs  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sing for Freedom: The Story 
of the Civil Rights Movement Through Its Songs: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DOING WHAT WE LOVE.By Geneva D. TerryI ordered Sing for 
Freedom to give to my sister who is a musician. We are both musicians. We both took music from our gran-aunt who 
was a public school teacher, music teacher and owned the first daycare school in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. I know she 
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will be happy to receive this book. Growing up we often played the piano together. I was given a copy of this book by 
my daughter. She found it when she and her family visited Selma Alabama. Now that we have this book we can all 
talk about the songs, maybe also play and sing together like we did when we were growing up. I can't wait to give her 
this book. It will bring back old time memories. I still remember the songs. I had some of the written music, now I 
have more. I even found some songs that were new to me. This book will be a great surprise for my sister. She live a 
few miles from me and I plan on delivering it to her. I might also share this book at the family reunion. What a beatiful 
day this will be. One will play and we both will sing. Just like old time!14 of 14 people found the following review 
helpful. Buy two!By Susan IvesAnyone interested in promoting social justice through song needs this book, and at all 
times a spare one stuck in the guitar case or piano bench because you'll want to pass it on to others. It contains 115 
songs (mostly melody lines and guitar chords); 135 crisply reproduced documentary photos from the civil rights 
movement and dozens of first-hand accounts from people who were there. In many cases, the writer, arranger or 
discoverer of the song provides the background notes. There is a companion CD by Folkways records with the same 
name that contains about 1/5 of the songs; it makes a nice set. Every library should have this book - what a vital way 
to teach history! Editors Guy and Candy Carawan are resident musicians at the Highlander Center and were in the 
center leading the music at many of the events discussed.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. No more 
overspending for required course materials!By AaronJenRequired reason for our son's college class. By far a better 
price than the college bookstore or even local used-book places.

Two classic collections of freedom songs, We Shall Overcome (1963) and Freedom Is A Constant Struggle (1968), are 
reprinted here in a single edition which includes a major new introduction by the editors, words and music to songs, 
important documentary photographs, and scores of firsthand accounts by participants in this key movement which 
reshaped U.S. history.

"In Sing for Freedom, Guy and Candie Carawan have crafted an invaluable and indispensable guide to the songs that 
illuminated the soul and spirit of our freedom struggle. This richly illustrated and beautifully written book reveals the 
inspiring, healing and liberating power of song in social struggle. It is a major contribution to our heritage and it 
should be read and treasured by freedom- and justice-loving people everywhere." Coretta Scott King "More than a 
songbook, this collection places the important repertoire of the civil rights movement in historical perspective with 
photographs, interviews and oral histories of activists. Guy and Candie Carawan traveled throughout the South in the 
early 1960s with tape recorder, guitar, and banjo in hand - taking part, joining in the music, and collecting the songs 
and experiences of those making history. This book breathes with the spirit of those exciting times." Harry Belafonte 
"If it hadn't been for Guy and Candie Carawan, many of these songs might have been lost to history. How lucky 
America is that these priceless collections are now in print again. Freedom-loving people around the world and in 
future centuries will continue to be inspired by these songs, learn from them, and use them in their own struggles for a 
better world." Pete Seeger "Music is powerful; it can bring joy, laughter, sadness, and most importantly, change. Sing 
for Freedom: The Story of the Civil Rights Movement Through Its Songs is a look at music and its impact on the civil 
rights movement of the 1960s. Packed with sheet music, lyrics, and information on various major songs and how they 
pushed progress in history, Sing for Freedom is enhanced with black and white photographs. A fresh perspective on 
the period, Sing for Freedom is highly recommended for community library black studies and music collections." The 
Midwest Book About the AuthorGuy and Candie Carawan are the authors of We Shall Overcome and Freedom Is a 
Constant Struggle. They have been associated with the Highlander Research and Education Center for more than forty 
years. Throughout the 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s, the Carawans organized cultural workshops at Highlander and in the 
field, focused on civil rights, citizenship education in the Sea Islands, and coalfield and environmental organizing in 
Appalachia. 


